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“Ride-y, ride-y, gile-y, 
Alle shtunt un mile-y ¢ 
Alle mile un vats-haus 


Alle muhl un gin-ly raus.” 


(Translated into English rhyme—) 
“Trot, trot my little steed 
A mile an hour thy rate of speed; 
Every mile we find an inn 


Where we get a little gin.” 


So sang our -great-grandparents to their children. 


The stories connected with this topic proved unexpectedly 
thrilling, and interesting. At first ithere seemed almost no 
available material, but as the search widened it soon became 
apparent that to condense all the information into a paper of © 


this kind would be impossible. 


To get a proper perspective it seemed_logical to compare not 
only the inns, but the highways and modes of travel of bygone 


days with those of today. 


From Mr. Henny S. Heilman’s scrap book come the fol- 


lowing gleanings as to conveyances: 


In 1759 there were thirty-seven four-wheeled pleasure vehic- 


les in Philadelphia. 


In 1772 there were eighty-eight pleasure vehicles. in Phila- 
delphia. All were taxed. (Evidently taxes have been with us 


@ always!) 
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In 1801 there: were three hundred and ninety-six, four-wheel- 
ers, and five hundred and eighty-eight, two-wheelers in Phila- 
delphia. ; 
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That tells the tale of other days and here is the record of 
1931: Twenty-six million automobiles in the United States! 


A further comparison could be made between thé 1278 
coaches in Philadelphia in 1801 and present day conditions. On 
a certain Sunday in July, 1931, by actual count, there passed 
through the borough of Jonestown from seven o’clock in the 


morning until five o’clock in the afternoon, three thousand, 
three hundred and fifty automobiles! Instead of the narrow 
roads of old, when Braddock’s Road is spoken of as a huge, . 
broad track, twelve feet wide, we havg in Pennsylvania approx- 

| imately 13,000 miles of improved hfghway from“18 to 30 feet 
wide. And now, instead of “vats hauses” we have gas stations. 


In Julius F. Sachse’s book, “Wayside Inns on the Lancaster” _ 
Turnpike,” he quotes a letter dated March, 1795, part of which 
follows: “I set out from Philadelphia on horseback and ar- 
rived at Lancaster at the end of the second day.. The road has 
lately been thoroughly repaired, and tolls are levied to keep it 
in order. This is the first attempt to have a turnpike road in 
Pennsylvania; and is by no means relished by the people at 
large, particularly the wagoners, who go in great number by this 
‘route to Philadelphia from back parts of the State. 


It is scarcely possible to go one mile on the road without 


meeting numbers of these wagons, passing and re-passing.” 


The first stage-coach which ran through from Philadelphia 
reached Lancaster in July, 1777. The return trip began on 
Monday morning and was completed by Tuesday evening. 


Because the old roads through Pennsylvania were the usual 
routes followed by pioneers in search of new lands and adven- 
tures “out west,” Pennsylvania, during Colonial Days had a 
greater number of inns than any of the other Colonies; and the 
contrast between the tavern of old and our modern hotels is as 
startling as the contrast between the mode of travelling then 


and now. | : sie 


The old inns were usually built of stone, two stories high» aa 
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with an attic, which had windows in the gable ends. There was 
generally a long porch at the front of the inn, and almost in- 
variably two entrance doors, one into the bar room, the other 


into the inn parlor. 


Usually the inns were small, and catered to vastly different 
classes of travellers, from the aristocrat in the stage coach, the 
wagoner or humble teamster, down to the drover, and seldom 


did these classes meet under one roof. 


Elsie Lathrop in her book “Early American Inns and Tav- 


” 
erns, LSays. 


“Tt was considered a lasting ne oaece for one of the stage 
taverns to entertain a wagoner. The tavern would instantly. in 
gor y, 


_ such cases, lose caste!” 


Because of the differences in language, and also because 
many persons could not read, sign boards, which were very 
easily understood, were displayed. 


The stage stands used a sign that told of a popular hero, or 
some aristocratic symbol, such as the Indian Queen or the 


Spread Eagle 


Wagon stands displayed a White Horse, Sorrel Horse or 
something similar, while the drove stands were marked by a 


bull’s head, ram’s head or a lamb. 


Volume No. 22 of the Pennsylvania German Historical So- 
ciety publication for 1911 gives this toast, which was a favorite 
with the teamsters, and enumerates all the taverns in the east 
end of Chester County in the order in which they came:, 


“Here’s to the Sorrel Horse 
That kicked Unicorn, that made the aEaslt fly, 
That scared the Lamb from under the stage 


For drinking the spring-house dry; 
That drove the Blue Ball into the Black Bear 


And chased General Jackson all the way to Paoli.” 
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Only three of the tavérns mentioned in the toast, the Eagle, 
the Jackson and the Paoli, ranked as stage taverns of reputa- 


tion. The others were wagon taverns or drove-stands. 


Another sign of caste among the travellers was the fact that } 
for the wagoner or teamster an attendant back of the bar mea- , 
sured his “jigger” of rum, while the traveller who stopped at a 


stage tavern, was privileged to pour out his own. 


In addition to these different class taverns there was also the 


common tap room, where anybody could stay. 


Stories of robberies and strange disappearances center around 


some of these old tap rooms. 


= The old time tavern had a very large place in the life of the 
community, especially the ones where the stage coaches stopped. 
The tavern keeper was usually a person of considerable impor- 


tance. 


A quotation from Francis Baily’s “Tour in Unsettled Parts 
of North America in 1796”, says ‘The customary charges are 
one-half dollar for breakfast, one dollar for dinner, wine not 
included, one-half dollar for supper, no matter what they pro- 
ide you, and one-quarter dolar for beds.” On page 112 of 

- “Old Trails and Roads in Penn’s Land,” by John T. Farris, 


this statement appears: 


If a traveller of 1790 is to be believed, the inns did not keep 

pace with the demands made upon them. This traveller says:— 

‘The taverns are very indifferent. If the traveller can procure 

a few eggs with a little bacon he ought to rest satisfied; it is 

twenty-to-one that a bit of fresh meat is to be had, or any 

salted meat, except pork. Vegetables seem also to Le very 

scarce, and when you do get any, they generally consist of 

turnips, turnip-tops boiled by way of greens. “The bread is 
a heavy, and brown, though they have as fine flour as any in 
the world; that is owing to the method of treating it; they 
raise it with’ what they call “sots,” hops and water boiled to- 
gether. The traveller, as he arrives, is shown into a room which 


is common to every person in the house, and which is the room 
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generally set apart for breakfast, dinner and supper. All the 
strangers that happen to be in the house sit down to these meals, 
promiscuously, and the family of the house also forms a part 
of the company. It is seldom that a single na ae ‘be pro- 
cured.” 
Three cents a glass was the usual charge for whiskey toddies, 
and rather more for wine. 
Volume twenty-two of the Pennsylvania German Historical 
Publication says:— 
The Court of Quarter Sessions for Philadelphia County fixed 
the following prices, September 7th, 1778, to be a in Public 
Houses in said County: A 
Maderia wane pergtss=s saw. raes goths 2 pound or £ 
Lisbon i. IML serhbeto. bier saltiic: 1 “ 5 Shillings : 
Lentifiea eeu arte pat! serong. 150) Lane 2u5 : 
Spinttsyper voll becomes ou beigas «3 )shillingss9: pence 
| Beandys wasrege sie thre tzicle i bol 3 A 9 bat 
Whiskey omy Antpeoe. aimee 2s) | TE sb PEL ] Prete 
| ee Good Beer Den qtpne Se Wine 320A Nee Pe grse Gulyts 
is Cider $hiyall per qr mre ee Hie be We nl 2 oD Gug : 
| W Gyders (idee spelling and. eer lesded yo 1 . ahve 
Punch perebowll.(abouti3™ pes.) 2a. cun et 12 ‘ 6 
| ‘Foddyeys sg. Bight yous dS. HIBS. > Goh 
Breakfast olaces: oricoffee 140Gh A WA AC at aa - 
Dintersmt Beem 6 Pedtry wy ead. bi 5 1 
SUppers Dewi... Fein 1qunes were cal 3 BY Qaaish SS 
Codwinggniet mimeh cade ning! ey one Donia y ] FS ZR wss 
God hay for horse per night... 3 arictetnane sad 
Oats peerpirnies toe Dib Yond sal brie 6 212 Fad at 
Any householder BP Mi eae to ne fined 20 shillings for ie 
first offence, 40 shillings for second, five’ pounds and loss of 
license for third offence. This was the early example of Bayes 


mental price fixing. 


(According to Webster a shilling was equal to twenty-three cents, 
but depreciated to 16 2/3 cents. A shilling equalled twelve Pence.) 
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In Hulberts’ “Pioneer Roads, volume two of Historic High- 
ways in Pennsylvania”, he quotes again from Francis Baily’s 
volume “A Journel of a Tour in Unsettled Parts of North 


America’, as follows: 
’ 


‘Here we had rather an unfavorable specimen of Dutch 
manners. We were kindly directed to take our horses to the 
stable, and care for them ourselves, which we accordingly did; 
and, returning to the house, I was witness to a kind of a meal 


I had never before experienced. First of all, some sour 
milk was warmed up and placed upon the table. This at any 


other time would probably have made us sick, having fasted 
nearly the whole day, and seeing no appearance of anything else 
likely to succeed it, we devoured it very soon, particularly as 
the whole family (of which there were seven or eight) partook 
of it likewise; all of us sitting round ong large bowl, and dipping 
our spoons in, one after another. When this was finished a 
dish of stewed pork was served up, accompanied with some hot 
pickled cabbage, called in this part of the country “warm 
slaw”. This was devoured. in the same hoggish manner, every 
one trying to help-himself first, and two or three eating off the 
same plate, and all inthe midst of filth and dirt. After this-was 
removed a large bowl of cold milk and bread was put on the 
table, which we partook of in the same manner as the first dish. 
The spoons were immedidately taken out of the greasy pork 
dish and (having been just cleansed by passing through the 


mouth, were put into the milk.” 


In the same article Mr. Baily tells of the entire family and 
all the travellers sleeping together in one room. Having retired 
in the dark, without even a candle, they did not know who their 
companions were until morning. This episode, however, oc- 


curred in a private house not a tavern, but this mode of eating 


@was in general use. 


One issue of the Penna. German Historical Society says, 
“Food was often conveyed from a large dish, directly to the 


mouth of the eater. When this was the case, each person was 
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required to keep to his own place in the platter.” And now, even 
little children demand individual drinking cups! 


The usual fare, mentioned by several writers, consisted of 
ham or corned beef and cabbage, mutton and beef stews, mush 
and molasses and bread, half rye and half corn meal. Dishes 
which were found only in Penna. German localities, included: 


Kalbskopf, or mock turtle soup with Maderia. 
Schmorbraten, or beef a la’mode. 
Spanferkel, or sucking pig stuffed and roasted. 
Kuttleflick, or soused tripe, spiced. 
Hinklepie, or chicken pot-pie: . 
Apfileklose, apple dumplings. rd ; Z 
Bratwurst, sausage. 
‘ Coffee and Apple Cake, coated with butter and cinnamon. | 


Then, as now, the Penna. German women were splendid 
cooks. That is one of the reasons given by some folks for the 
fact that many of the so-called “Scotch Irish” men who were 
employed in building the Union Canal, settled around here 


and married Penna. Dutch girls. 


Sometimes there were hundreds of wagons along the Lancas- 
ter Pike, between Philadelphia and Pittsburg. They were often 
called “Pitt Teams” and were loaded up from sixty to eighty 
hundred weight, drawn by six or eight horses, travelling from 
eighteen to twenty miles a day, and making the round trip in 
thirty to thirty-five days. They always travelled in squads of 
from half a dozen to thirty in a squad, both for company, and 
mutual protection. These squads were called “strings” and had 
their regular night stopping, placing or “stands.” (Now we can 
fly from Harrisburg to Pittsburgh in one hour and seven min- 


utes. 


The drivers carried a mattress and a quilt or blanket, and 
after feeding themselves and their horses, and drinking their 
usual portion of whiskey, they spread the mattress on the floor 
of the bar-room and went to sleep in the midst of turmoil; some -- 
of them never saw any other bed from‘one year’s end to an- 
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other, never Oh ye excepting to take off See coatep at 
seldom did they change any part of their clothing from one 


end of the journey to the other. 


} 
Many of the thrifty farmers in Eastern Penna. served as 
teamsters during the winter months, thus earning mortey to 


help clear their farms of mortgages. 


A very amusing story is told of a lady from Adams County 
who was looking up family records. Her search revealed that 
one of her ancestors was listed as a tavern keeper, whereupon 
the horrified lady exclaimed: “Indeed not! That could not 
have been my ancestor! We have always been temperance 


people!” 


Nevertheless, the records prove, without a doubt that som: 
of the most respected folks in our own local history, were tavern 
keepers. In the list of taverns for Dauphin County, which then 
included Lebanon County, there were in 1794 thirty-three 
licensed taverns; in 1795 thirty-seven on each of two lists; in 
1796- fifty, 24 of them in Lebanon; in 1797 sixty- six, in 1798 
there were 38 in Lebanon; in 1808 seventy- five, thirty-two 


in Lebanon. 


When Lebanon was erected into a separate County in 1813, 
the list of taxable inhabitants totalled 2,695; so the number of 


taverns seems proportionately large. 


The following form of application was in use: ‘In the 
Court of Quarter Session of the Peace, holden at Harrisburg, 
in and for the County of Dauphin ‘the 9th day of June Anno 
Domini 1794 the following persons are severally recommended 
to the Governor for licenses to keep public houses of enter- 


tainment within the, County, of Dauphth fortthe stollowing 


year.” 














COURT HOUSE - - LEBANON .- - BUCK TAVERN 
In Centre—Old Jail, Fire Engine House, Salem Lutheran Church 
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The lists are written in old-fashioned script, some of them 


very difficult to decipher. 


License List August, 1786 and 


1787, - 

Anthony Doebler 
Michael Capp 
Michael Mehs 
Philip Greenawalt. Jr. 
John Dubs 

John Winter 
Jacob Snavely 
David Toot 
John Meiser 
John [larper 
Adam Orth 


Jacob Schenaberger 
Jacob Early 

Daniel Harmon 
Michael Bower a 
Peter Geib 

Daniel Miller 
Gottleib Orth 

James Dixon 

Philip Greenawalt, Jr. 
John Dupps 

eter Shindle 
Anthony Deoebler 


Jacob Neaff 





= 249° William Crabb 
License List 1787 and 1788. 30 Samuel Conor 
Frederick Pohlman 31 Samuel Kimmel 


Abraham Seabolt 

(ater spelled Seybolt) 
Michael Capp 
Jacob Henning 


License List, 1794. 
Philip Greenawalt, Jr. 


’ . 29 - : 
Casper Stoever 320 John Ayres 


Jacob Pealer 

John Elattenberger 
John Bownan 
William Bergenhoff 
Samuel Franklin 


September session.- 


Ged. Reitzel 


1 
2 Peter Baker 1 
32) John Harper 2 Martin Freidley 
$! George Toot 3 Jotm Benner 
5 William Campbell $ Philip Rymouth 
§ Jacob Early 5 William Dougherty 
7 Abraham Seabolt 6 Archibaid McAlister 
S Henry Stine 3 7 George Boyer 
4) Frederick Wolfersberger S John Meiser 
10 Anthony Doebler 49 John Fisher 
11 Michael Valentine 10 John McecCam 
12 Peter Shindle 11 Godfrey Winner 
13. Michael Mehs = 12 John Ebbey = 
14. William Palm 12 iGodtrexv, leritchie »= 
15 Frederick Pohlman 14 Valentine Hummel 
1h Daniel Henning 15. Jeremiah Sturgeon 
Dl ANG) Oe J Geis liga 1G Christopher Kapp 
18 Andrew Kapp 17 Michael Valentine 
19 John Meiser 1S Michael Mover 
19 John Winter 
The entire list for 1795 fpr 299 Jacob Palm 
Dauphin Co., including Leba- 21 George Sheffer 
non, June session of court: 22 John Gilchrist 
1 Samuel Elder 23° Jacob Shultzz: 
2 George Toot 24 Joseph Gregg 
3. Catherine Flora 25 Philip Brindle 
4 Ludwig Woelfly . and Jno. Hetzel 
*5 Abraham Forney 26 Jacob Dowenberger 
6 Casper Smith’ 27 Peter Miller 
7 Jacob Geiger or Heigar 23 Frederick Bohlman 
8 Lewis Kreider 29 William Bdlm 
9 Andrew Kapp 3 Daniel Henning wold 
10 Abraham Seybolt 31° Peter Johnson 
11. John Lick 32 Frederick Wolfersberger 
: é 1 Daniel Stine 3 John Wolf 
13° James Ward } 34 Robert Barr 
14. Jacob Feather 35 John Miller 
36 Jacob Nass 


15 Henry Moore 
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On these lists the residence of the petitioners was Not given, 
and the following copy of a letter indicates that the lists were 


incomplete: 


SIT: 

Yesterday I received from your office sixty blank tavern 
licenses. The number. at present needed is sixty-six, so there 
is a deficiency of six. The number of tavern keepers in the 


County have been gradually increasing. 


From about sixty they have now reached to the number of an 
hundred. Ninety-nine have been recommended for the pr2sent 
year. But there is another cause forgthe increased demand for 
blank licenses. Under the former law and during the time I 
collected this branch of revenue a great many of the keepers 
paid what was due without requiring a license. At present as I 
am informed by the Treasurer, few or none will pay without re- 


ceiving a license. 


Hence the necessity of being amply supplied with blanks. 
I_am, Sir, with respect 
Your Obedient Servant, 
: Alex. Graydon. 


To James Trimble, Esq. 
Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth of Penna. 


Harper’s Hotel was known as a tavern from about 1740. It 
was built right in line with an Indian Village, and one record 
says it was surrounded by wigwams. In 1755 there was an In- 
dian uprising in that vicinity and a number of white persons 
were killed. Not half a mile away from the hotel a sister of 
Major Leidig was scalped early in 1756, but she survived the 
ordeal and lived for many years. The list of tavern keepers for 
Lebanon for-the year 1796 follows: The letter “n” following a 


name indicates a new license and ‘‘o” an old one. 


There is much of interest in the spelling of the names of 


persons and places. 


September 29, 1798 
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Schaefferstown is usually os bse Saas or dies. 2 ae 


town and Swatara appears several times as Swetarra. 


John Bricker, Sheafferstown, n ‘ 
Andrew Kapp (spelled Kapp), Sheafferstown, o 
Michael Mehs, Lebanon, n 5 , 


John Dubs, Lekanon, o 
Peter Miller, Lebanon, o 
Philip Greenawalt, Jr., Lebanon, o 
Peter Shindle, Lebanon, o 
- Michael Moyer, Hanover, n 
Jacob Peeler, Hanover, n 
James Dixon, Hanover, n 
Joseph Worrel, Stumpstown 
Frederick Wolfersverger, Suge ahs 
John Harper, E. Hanover, 
Frederick Bohlman, Heidelberg, of (Might this later have 
been Bollman?) . 
There is a Pohlman House mentioned later in Myerstown. 
Stophel Kapp, Jonestown, o 
John Winter, Jonestown, o 
John Wolf, Jonestown, o © : 
Z - Abraham Seybolt, Jonestown, o 
John Luk, Stumpstown, o. 


(I am convinced that this is meant for John Lick of Stumpstown, for 
I can find neither Luk nor Leek on the list of taxables, and the writing 
of this list was very fine ‘and hard to decipher). 


John Bright & Co., Stumpstown, o 

Daniel Harmon, Jonestown, o 

Frederick, Mathy, Newmanstown, n 

Christian Fisher, Lebanon, n ; 

Peter Jontz, Campbelltown, 0. (Jontz is later spelféd Jonce). 

For the early part of 1797 we have Alexander Montgomery, 
West Hanover. . 

Anthony Doubler, Lebanon, 0. (Doubler is later spelled 
Doebler). 

Godfrey Kuner, Myerstown, o 


pyoter ver te ot ee ae 


Satta ig serine es ey Nr 


= ee 
Og ars r 
Se pa es gh ewe = 





rites te et EE 


ray 


OUR OLD TAVERNS . 135 


Joseph Worrell?'Stumpstown, n_ 

John Meiser, Newmanstown, o 

John Bowman, Lebanon, o 

Jacob Neff, Lebanon Township, o 

Dan Henning, Millerstown, o 

‘William Bergenhoft (which appears also as Bergenhof and 
Bergenhove), Millerstown, o. 


For the latter part of 1797 and the early part of 1798 these 


names appear: 


Jacob Geiger, Lebanon Township 

Frederick Stoever, Lebanon 

John Wolf, Jonestown, i 

Philip Greenawalr, Jr., Lebanon 

Gottleib Orth, Lebanon Sheet 

Jacob Naves, Lebanon : 

Jacob Weirich, Lebanon 

Christian Cassel, Millerstown 

Micheal Strow, Bethel 
Christopher Capp (now spelled Capp instead of Kapp), 





Jonestown 
John Hoffa, Jonestown 
John Harmon, Stumpstown 
Henry Stine, Jonestown 
Michael Spade, Jonestown 
Thomas Sturgeon, West Hanover 
Michael Moyer, West Hanover 
John Harper, East Hanover 
Frederick Mathay (now spelled Mathay instead of Mathy), 
Newmanstown . 
Frederick Wolfersberger, Campbelltown 
Peter Shindle, Lebanon 
John Capp, Shaefferstown. (Christopher was in Jonestown). 
John Dubbs, Lebanon 
Henry Stohler, Shaefferstown 
John Miller, Heidelberg . > 
Jacob Tittle, Stumpstown 7 














136 LEBANON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Joseph Worrell, Stumpstown 

Peter Jontz, Campbelltown 
William Palm, Londonderry 
Frederick Pchlman, Heidelberg 
Michael Valentine, Heidelberg 
M,-hael Valentine, Schaefferstown. 


These last were evidently two different places because they 
were license INO-weanic license Loma: There might have been 
two persons of the same name, or one person with two taverns. 

Joseph Dearmond, Londonderry 

Godfrey Keener, Myerstown. (Very likely the same as God- 
frey Kuner on the 1797 list). 

Philip Fisher, Lebanon. (In 1796 there was a Christian 


Fisher listed). 2 
The list for 1799 contains all the previous names, but early 
in the year there was a list of only four names, and three of the 
four were from Lebanon County. Théy were: 
Daniel Harmon, Stumpstown. John Harmon is on 1797 list. 
Anthony Berkenbein, Heidelberg . 
William Campbell, East Hanover. 


There was a total of sixty-six recommendations for the entire 


year of 1799, including the following new names: 


Anthony Seyfert, Shaefferstown 
Martin Imhoff, Lebanon Township 
Lewis Bonsler, Lebanon Township 
John Stoever, Lebanon Township 
Anthony Wechter, Lebanon Township 
Levi Hollingsworth, Londonderry 
Adam Gossart, Myerstown 
George Feagen, Annville Township 
John Baynor Sweetwarra. 

® In 1800 these new names appear: 
John Stiver, Lebanon Township. (Possibly the same as John 

Stoever, above). 

Jacob Kelker, Myerstown 


Peter Leinaweaver (spelled Leinaweaver), Lebanon - 





| 
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Catherine Flora,” Swattara Township. This was the first 


? - - 
womans name to appear On Our license lists. 


Christian Cafsel (Cassel) Muillerstown ~ 


Frederick Garrett, Shaefferstown.. 
John Bigler, Swatara Township 
Jacob Shultz, Sw2tara Townshis 
Christiark Foulk, Jonestown 

Jacob Early, Swatara Township 
Frederick Shaeffer, Swatara Township 


John Herman, Stumpstown. 


For 1797 Adam Boyd, State Treasurer, from Dauphin Coun- 
ty, received $985.00 for tavern ligenses and for 1798, $990.40. 


In 1805 Adam Boyd, State Treasurer, received from Dau- 
phin County from September, 1804, to September, 1805, $1,320, 


for 150 tavern licenses, at eight dollars and eighty cents apiece. 


Governor Mifflin’s message of 1771 contains the following 


curious allusion to the collection of tavern licenses: 
‘ 


“I again bring to your notice the impediments in the collec- 
tion of the duty on tavern licenses, and to point out the expe- 
diency of placing on a better footing the mode of compelling 
the officers, who are intrusted with public monies, to account, 
as it may at present happen, that the process can only be issued 


by those who are, themselves, the delinquents.” 


In 1808 there were seventy-five licensed taverns in Dauphin 


County, thirty-two of them in what is now Lebanon County. - 


The 1808 list contains these new names, and the name Ann- 
ville is now used instead of Millerstown: 

Frederick Buchmyer, Stumpstown 

Henry Martin, Annville 

Jacob Kepler, Swatara 

Henry Bosler, West Hanover 

Charles Gleim, Lebanon 

Conrad Alleman, Swatara 

Daniel Brenzinger, Lebanon 


John Moore, Annville. 
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In 1809 we have: "i 


Henry Backenstoss, Bethel as 
Daniel Zerbe, East Hanover 

William Allison, Swetarra 

Michael Hemberly, Lebanon { 
John Blottenberger, Lebanon cs ’ 


Christian Wade, Lebanon 

George Toot, Lebanon 

Isaac Gibson, Londonderry 

Peter Jonce, Londonderry, formerly spelled Jontz 


r Susanna Davidson, Annville. 


This was the second woman’s name for Lebanon on any of 


the lists I examined. 


The first Court of Quarter Sessions of the Peace for Leba- - 
non County was held December 13th and 14th, 1813. The next 
gession twas held. February al4ch, 4814 0 Tbe following tavern 
licenses were granted by the Court: 

Simon Bassler, Heidelberg 

Michael Valentine, Heidelberg 

Jacob Shoener, Heidelberg 

John Meiser, Heidelberg . 

George Geiss; Heidelberg 

Michael Furry, Annville Township 

Frederick Embich, Lebanon Borough 

George Stein, Lebanon Borough 

John Lick, Bethel Township. 

Daniel Kaufman, Bethel Township. 


At the May sessions of 1814 the following tavern licenses 
were granted: | 
Andrew Stouch 
Frederick Overlin, Heidelberg Township 
Abraham Rex, Heidelberg Township — 
S Abraham Andrews, Heidelberg Township 
Peter Wentling, Heidelberg Township 
Jacob Shindel, Heidelberg Township 
Akram Doebler, Heidelberg Township 


_# 
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Bernhard Reinhard, Lebanon Borough 
John Imhoff, Lebanon Borough 


John Young, Lebanon Borough 


Gottleib Orth, Lebanon Borough . 
Philip Fisher, Lebanon Borough 


Peter Lineaweaver, Lebanon Borough 
Henry Backenstoss, Bethel Township 


John Rank, Bethel Township 
John Lick, Bethel Township 


(Page 59, Dr. Egle’s History of Dauphin and Lebanon Coun- 


ties gives the following lists) : 


The license list for 1812 was as follows: 


Peter Runk 


Jeremiah Sturgeon, Lebanon — 


Veter’ Wentling, Lebanon 
Gotueib Orth, Lebanon 
John Young, Lebanon 
Vhilip Fisher, Lebanon 
Veter Shindle, Lebanon 
Frederick Embich, Lebanon 
Abraham Doebler, Cebanon 
John: Imhoff; Lebanon 

John Harper, Kast Hanover 
Aaren Kell, West Hanover 
John Mosser Londonderry 
Casper Dasher, Londonderry 
John Earnest, Londonderry 
Meter Jonce, Londonderry 
Isaac Gibson, SWatara 
Conrad Alleman, Swatara 


Micnuel Hemperly, Swatara 

John Haines, Swatara 

James WNeun, Swatara 

Peter Kank, Bethe! 

John Rank, Bethel 

Jacob Kohr, Bethel 

John Lick, Bethel 

George Stein, Bethel (not Stine) 

John M. Reiley, Heidelberg 

John Brownerwell, Heidelberg 

Godtrey Weiner, Heidelberg 

Abraham Andrews, Heidelberg 

Jacob Fuoesig, Heidelberg 

Geuorxe Geiss, Heidelberg 

Adam Shaeffer, Millerstown, 
Annville Township 

Dan Flenning., Annville 


Dr. Engle’s lise for 1813 was incomplete, and these additional 
names are on record in the Dauphin Co. records in the State 


Library: 


Martin Hocker, Londonderry 
loavid Hebel, Londonderry 
John Wolfersberger, Londonderry 
Jonn Earnest, Londonderry 
Freedrick Harper, Londonderry 
James Huston, Heidelberg 
George Kapp, Heidelberg 
Abraham Andrews, Heidelberg 
Benjamin Garret, Heidelberg 
Godfrey Kiner, Heidetherg 
Frederick Oberley, Heidelberg 
Jacob Fesig. Heidelberg 

Jacob Davis, Swatara 

Cc. Alleman. Swatara 

Michael Schuler, Swatara 
Christian Wade, Swatara 
George Barnett, Sawatara 
Dennis McEliroy, Swatara 
Chirstian Heckendorn, Swatara 
John Pemly, Swatara 


a es a a 


James Welsh, Swatara 
Catherine Woelfley, Swatara, 
(widow Jacob) . 
John Harper, East Hanover 
John Brownville, Shaefferstown 

Jacob Lingle, West Hanover 
Peter Wenrich, West Hanover 
Jacob Hower, Bethel 
Jacob Rudy, Bethel 
Israel Tennis, Millerstown, 
Annville. Township 
Israel Dennis. Millerstown, 
Annville Township 
(perhaps same person) 
Christian Cassel, Annville Twp. 
Frederick Miller,, Annville Twp. . 
Adam Shaefter,.Annville Twp. 
Dan. Henning, Annville Twp. 
Peter Shindle, Lebanon 
Abraham Doebler, Lebanon 
Feter- Garte, Lebanon 24 
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All the reference books speak of Schaefferstown, or Heidel- 
berg, the oldest settlement in Lebanon County. In his paper 
read tefore this society October 16, 1908, Chas..M. Zerbe, Esq., 


States: 


“On the north west corner of. Centre Square, Alexander 
Shaeffer, founder of the town, built a large two-story stone inn. 
This was an aristocratic inn. Before the Revolutionary War, it 
was called the “Royal George,” but that hotel later became 
widely known as Oberly’s, being kept by Frederick Oberly; and 
when Frederick Oberly’ s son, Levi S., succeeded his father, he 


named it the Franklin House. At one time it was called the . 


Black Bear.” if 


The information in Dr. P. C. Croll’s Book does not exactly mie 
tally with Mr. Zerbe’s for he states that the inn was built -in 
1752 and called the “King George” but that the sign portrait 
after.the Revolutionary War was changed to that of George 


Washington. 


However, all the authorities agree about the many arched,  _ = 
vaulted cellar under this inn. The ceiling of the cellar consists 
of a series of cemented arches receding from a common center. 
On several occasions the inhabitants of the town took refuge 
there from the Indians. John M. Krall in his paper ‘Colonial 
Events, East Pennsylvania and Schaefferstown,” read before 
this society October 24, 1901, states that the cellar was an exact 
miniature copy of the vaulted cellar of Heidelberg Castle on 
the Rhine, in which is stored the renowned 40,000 gallon wine 


cask.” 


Mr. Zerbe’s paper, before mentioned, also states, that Schaef- 
ferstown has always been well supplied with public houses. He __ 
says that opposite the Franklin House on Main Street in a large 
limestone building erected-in- 1811. there -was -another‘tavern, © + 
which is now used as a store and dwelling. On the northeast a 
corner of Main Street and the Square, John better for years 5 
conducted a hotel which was ‘formerly known as Ramler’s, | 
Kuhnles’ and SESS : “Ag, one time it was. called the Red . aoe 
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Lion. Mendel’s on the north east corner, of Main Street and 
New Lane was a loafing and drinking place, where dances and 
fights were frequent. Other public houses, of which nothing 
definite is known, were located at the east dnd of Main Street on 
the north side, on South Market Street, opposite the lower 
fountain, and at the southwest corner of Market Street and the 
Square where Dr. B. F. Zerbe’s residence now stands. There 
weresalsovtwo! cake shops where mead, small beer, cakes and 
candies were sold; one was kept by Mrs. Mock in Backtown, 
the other by Mrs. Dissinger at the south east corner of Main 
and Church Streets. Mrs. Mock was, a sister to the grand- 
father of Mrs. Ed. Uhler. Her maiden name was Ketty Houser. 


The Pepper Brewery and Malt House was ‘situated on the 
east side of Front Street (now South Church Sct.). It was known 
for years as the malt house and is now gsed as part of a cigar 
factory. The beer was English strong beer, not German lager 
beer. Senator George Wharton Pepper, former U. S. Senator 


from Pennsylvania, is a descendant of the Schaefferstown 


Peppers. 


Another distillery stood on the Landis farm, immediately 
south of the town. Whether ie was carried. on by one: of the 
elder members of the Landis family, or by a man named George 
Stohler who owned the farm in Colonial times, is not known, 
but Henry Stohler’s name appears on the list of tavern licenses 
in 1796, from Schaefferstown, which follows: 

John Bricker (new) 

Andrew Kapp (old) 

Frederick Bohlman, Heidelberg (old) 

For 1797 and 1798 these additional names: 

John Capp, Shaefferstown ' 

Henry Stohler, Shaefferstown Ks 

John Miller, Heidelberg 

Frederick Bohlman, Heidelberg 

Frederick Bohlman, Heidelberg 

Michael Valentine, Heidelberg. 


Michael Valen tine Shaefferstown 
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For 1799 spy ihe Berkeabeu| Heidelberg, and “Anthony 
Seyfert, Shaefferstown, were listed.” 


For 1800 the name of Frederick Garrett, Shaefferstown, was 
added. 


No mention is made in the reference books which were con- 
sulted of any taverns in Newmanstown, but in the list of 1796 
Frederick Mathy’s (later spelled Mathay) is listed as a new 


tavern. 


In 1797 John Meiser’s is listed as an old one. This name 


appears on the 1786 list. 
- Mr. Wm. Meiser of 611 North 9thgSt., Lebanon, has informed 


me that John Meiser (his ancestor), kept a tavern at the pres- 
ent site of the Haas-Hotel, directly PE pote the Wallace Plough 


Works in Newmanstown. 


Womelsdorf, of course, does not belong to Lebanon County, 
(4 - - . . . 
but is so near to us and the material is so interesting that it 


would-be a pity not to'include it in this paper. 
pity pap 


John Penn, who was also spoken of as the “American” Penn, 
--because he was born in this country, wrote in his journal this 


interesting comment on tavern customs: - Z 


“To show how qualified respect is in this ‘democratical’ coun- 
try, this discourse passed while he, (referring to a person for- 


merly mentioned as a hoary headed traveller) the tavern keep- 
er and myself were lounging in three chairs, and I obliged to 


joke with him about his age. Mine host, too, apprised me freely 


of the state of his finances. 


The Black Horse Tavern in the Township of Amity, in the 
County of Berks (now known as Douglasville) is thirty miles 


from the last tavern. 


About sunset arrived at Middlemen (now rae latent) four- 
teen miles from Reading and put up at a tavern the master of 
which owned the town and one hundred acres besides: April 


10th, 1788. 








144. LEBANON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


After riding through a village. (now Myerstown) I came to 
Lebanon, a handsome town containing some hundred inhabt- 
tants. This place is decorated by a spire, and the houses are 
well built, many of them of stone or brick, The horses were 


baited at Millerstown (now Annville).” (Penn’s Journal P. 


290). 


In that same part of the journal John Penn says about Har- 
risburg: 


“Though the courts are held here generally, Lebanon is in- 
fnitely larger. One good point of view is the tavern, almost 
lote to the river. Lhis was the lrouse that stood alone many 
years. It is called the Compass, and is one of the first public 


houses in Penna.” 


According to Dr. Croll’s history of Womelsdorf, the “man _ 
who owned the town and a hundred acred besides” must have 
been John Womelsdorf who laid out the town in 1762. He was 
married to a granddaughter of Conrad Weiser, on whose origi- 
nal land a part of the town was plotted. This plot consisted 
first of seventy-five lots, upon one of which Jacob Seltzer about 
this time erected his inn or tavern? It stood back of the present 
residence of -Mrs. Dundore, as the old road led diagonally 


across the present Main St. 


On November 13, 1793, a distinguished party was entertained 
here. President Washington, Robert Morris, David Ritten- 
house, William Smith, provost of the University of Penna., and 
Tench Francis, the land agent of the Penn estate, spent the 
night here. The party was serenaded, with the firing of salutes 
by the militia and an address of welcome made to the President 
by John Pliny, 4 town merchant. The Seltzer tavern was in use 


either as an inn or private dwelling until 1870 when it was de- 


— molished. 


Ses Pliny’s address follows: “Your Excellency, may you 


be kind enough to receive, with your native and customary 


grace, our joyful demonstrations, which spring from our grati- 
tude and obedience, in this fortunate moment, in which we_.en- 











OUR OLD TAVERNS. AS 


joy the personal presence of your Excellency. The wise and, 
happily, successful deeds which you wrought under the protec- 
tion of the Almighty, and by Him Crowned with success in the 
late glorious war, the favor and contentment which we- have 
enjoyed since then under your administration in times of peace, 
and your lately recommended neutrality system, so carefully 
considered and so timely, incite all mankind to renewed venera- 
tion and love towards you. The inhabitants of this community 
will never cease to pray long life and health from God in your 
behalf.” To which President Washington replied (reminding 
me much of President Coolidge) : 


v 


“The honor which you bestow upon me, and your approval 
of my endeavors, afford me the greatest pleasure.” After which 
came the salutes and shouts of “Long live George Washing- 


”) 


ton. 


On the night of October 1, 1794, Washington lodged at the 
Federal Inn, at Reading, then kept by Michael Wood as land- 
lord. Washington was on his way to join the army which was 
mobilizing at Carlisle to quell the “Whiskey Insurrection” in 

~ western Penna. He was accompanied by-his private secretary, 
Mr. Dandridge, and by Alexander Hamilton, secretary of the 
treasury. President Washington desired to join the army and 
emphasize by his presence the determination of the new govern- 


ment to secure the execution of its laws.. 


The site of the Federal Inn is now occupied by the Farmers 
Bank, and is appropriately marked by a historical marker. 


Another account says that during the Whiskey Insurrection, 
Washington had dinner at the Central House in Womelsdorf, 
kept by Conrad Strouch, who had stages and Sabie of horses 
driven by Peter Kahl of Lebanon. 


The list of tavern keepers for Myerstown includes the follow- 
ing names: Godfrey Kuner (1797) which was probably iden- 
tical with Godfrey Keener (1798), and Jacob Kelker in the 
(1800) list. 489 PL 
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The Libanoner Morgenstern of 1826, published by Jacob 
Stoever, carried these news items: “Mr. Gottfried D. Rehrer 
carried on the hotel business in Myerstown. His house was 
named Pohlman’s Hotel and was situated inthe center of town 


opposite Shultz’s store.” 


And this: “Philip Reinoehl kept a tavern stand in Jackson 
Township on the turnpike.” 


On the north side of the pike, near Owl creek, is the present 
Tice homestead which was for a long time used as a hotel. It 
was built by Peter Len in 1777 and a special stone in the side 
of the house bears this somewhat common legend, “‘Gott gesegne 
dieses haus, wer da get ein und aus 1777. Petr Len, Efa Lenin.” 

As a doorstep, a broken milestone has done service for many 


years. It bears this information 
i 
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Stumpstown, now Fredericksburg, was credited in 1796 with 
a license for John Luck or Lick, and one for John Bright & Co., 
both marked “old”; in 1797 Joseph Worrell (new) and Jacob 
: Tittle (old); in 1799 Daniel Harmon, who is listed also on the 
1795 list and in Bethel Township; : in 1800 John Herman; and 
in 1808 Frederick Buchmyer. 


Dr. Grumbein in his: paper read before this society October 
15, 1909, Volume 5 No. 5 in speaking of distillers says that 
“Though far from becoming plutocrats, they were nevertheless 
held in high esteem.” His great-grandfather operated a still 
on his farm two miles north of Stumpstown at the foot of Little 
Mountain, and was also a member of the building committee 
which erected the first brick church building in the place. Peter 
Rudy, whose still was located a mile farther east who sold’ Vor- 
lauf or alcohol at a levy (12%c) a quart, and whiskey fps less, 


was a church member of prominence. 


Casper Sherk, a Mennonite of great respectability, operated 
a still, and his son Rudolph manufactured liquor for a Phila- 
delphia marker. There were fourteen distilleries within six 
miles of Stumpstown and liquor sold’ at ten cents a quart or 


thirty-five cents a gallon. 


In 1810, according to Dr. E. Grumbein, there were no licensed - 
saloons in Fredericksburg but every store keeper sold whiskey 
by the pint or quart, and the price was six cents a pint. Lager 


beer was not heard of, neither was ice cream. 


There was, on the north west corner of Market Square, a 
steep-roofed, bronish-red, one-storied house, where Mammy 
Stroh sold cookies, mint sticks and mozhey; she also made and 
sold a sweet drink known as mead. Her husband’s name was 
Michael Stroh and in the license list of 1797 appears the name 
of Michael Strow of Bethel Bo wpendet sani may have been 





ena 

In 1856 in front of John Foesig’s tavern near the corner of. 
Market and Pinegrove Streets, there was a frolic and ox roast - 
in honor of the campaign of James Buchanan, nominee for _ 


President. 
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In that year there were three hotels in Fredericksburg, and 
on the night of election day, John Feeser and Isaac Bordner 
were instigators in an attack upon the Fremont Republicans. 
During the fight Jacob Hauer, a mason by trade, stabbed Bord- 
ner in the leg. He later admitted that the ‘knife was intended 
for Feeser. In the Paper “The Founding of Fredericksburg”, 
by B. Morris Strouss, Esq., read before this society August 15, 
1913, he says that John Reynolds on February 10, 1761, with 
his wife Elizabeth deeded a farm of 193 acres and allowances 


to Frederick Stump of Heidelberg township. 


The idea of the town may be credited to Stump, but John 
Snavely and his wife Mary also sold lots. On October 1, 1761, 
Stump-and his wife sold all the land west of Center Street to 
John Snavely and on June 10th, 1762, Frederick Stump, ““Tav- 
ernkeeper,” gave a mortgage to John Snavely on his remaining 
ground for 1500 pounds. Frederick Stump was a son of Chris- 
topher Stump who died in Heidelberg township in Octoker, 
1779. He was born in 1733 and conducted a store in Shaeffers- 


town on the south west corner of Market Square. 


Dr. Egle records that about midway on the north side of 
Market Square in Fredericksburg, stands a rickety two-story 


frame house in which John Lick, father of James Lick, the ~ 


California millionaire, kept a hotel about 1830. The name 
which once appears as John Luk is this same John Lick of 
Stumpstown and appears first on the 1795 list. 


Dr. Egle also states fea when Dauphin County was formed, 
Hanover was divided into east and west Hanover, and continued 
so until Lebanon County was formed in 1813, when the. entire 
East Hanover and part of West Hanover were included in Leba- 
non County. So we have on the license list for 1798 William 
Campbell and John Harper, East Hanover; for 1798 Thomas 


Sturgeon and Michael Moyer, West Hanover; and for 1808 


H@hry Bosler, West Hanover. He states that Lebanon Town- 
ship originally included all of what is now Lebanon County, 
proper; and it remained intact until 1739, when the northern 
section was named Bethel Township. In 1757 Heidelberg Town- 
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ship was erected, so it is practically impossible to locate all th: 


taverns for which licenses were lifted. - 


In J. W. Early’s paper on Palmyra (Volume 4, No. 9}, read 
before this society in 1908, he says: The original tavern in 
Palmyra was located where the roads meet going north and 
scuth, east and west in the center of the town, but that has been 
replaced by three others of which the lower one appears to have 
been the oldest. This house was kept Ly Casper Dasher whose 
eagle on the sign caused a certain Irishman to wonder why 
“that bird” was called Casper Dasher. This name appears on 
the 1812 list. It was the stopping pface of the ssage coaches. 
The firss landlord known to Rev. Early was Abraham German 
who moved to Iowa and was succeeded by Anthony Harter, 
who was also a huckster and sent butter and eggs to’ Philadel- 
phia. | 

The middle hotel was kept by Peter Rodearmel, a bricklayer. 
He was succeeded by Christian Hoffer and then by Samuel 
Withers. 


The third was kept by Philip Motter, and catered to drovers 


and cattle dealers. He afterwards conducted the Motter House 


at Harrisburg. Dr. Egle says, ““Among the oldest buildings in 
the town are the Old Lineaweaver tavern-house, now owned by 


Philip Dietrich; the old Hawk or Hauck tavern building, now 


owned by John Kratzer, and the Kettering tavern-stand, now - 


owned by C. F. Boyer. All these buildings were west of the 
P>ter Witmer house which later became the Palmyra Academy.” 


The following items are copied from E. Benjamin Bierman’s 
paper on Annville (formerly Millerstown) read before this so- 
ciety June 16, 1899. 


Annville sixty years ago (1839) had 114 houses, 2,649 per- 
sons including 689 white persons over twenty years of age who. 
could neither read nor write. Penna. Dutch was the language 
spoken. On the south west corner of Main and White Oak 
Streets was Henning’s Hotel, kept by Jacob Henning, who was 
born December 10th, 1788, died June 12, 1857. This place in. 
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1899 was known as the Eagle Hotel. The stage coaches stopped 
there, and when it was time for the stage, there was always a 


crowd eager to hear the news. 
+ 


The license list of 1796 contains the name of Daniel Hen- 
ning and his license is marked old. It appears also on the 


1794 list. 


The Black Horse hotel on the south side of Main Street west 
of Chestnut was kept by Adam Miller, born January 6, 1776, 
died May 13, 1840. His grandfather was the founder of the 
town of Annville, called Millerstown for nearly a century after 
its founding in 1762. I did not see this name on the license 


list but Daniel Miller is on the 1795 list. 


Lewis Gilbert’s hotel, on the.south side of Main Street, a 
short distance west of the public square, was the stopping place 
of President Van Buren and his party when they visited Ann- 
ville in June, 1839. . 


The Pennsyivania House (in 1899) was known as the Golden 
Swan in 1839. It was located on-the north west corner of Main 
and King Streets and was kept by Jacob Johnson in 1839. Peter 
Johnson’s name appears on the list of 1799 as a resident of 
Londonderry and on the license list of 1795, but John Johnson 
som theax list.of [7710172 al Sapam Ay Charies Johns- 
ton is on the tax list. In 1782 Charles, John and James are list- 


ed but I found no Jacob. 


Besides the name of Daniel Henning the license list for Mil- 
lerstown contains these names:: Henry Moore and Wm. Ber- 
genhoft, old, Millerstown, on the 1795 list, appears on later 

lists as Wm. Bergenhoff and Wm. Bergenhove. ‘On the list for 

1797 Christian Cassel’s name appears; on the list for 1808 the 

me Annville is used instead of Millerstown and the list con- 
‘tains the names of Henry Martin, John Moore and Susanna 
| Davidson. On the 1799 list is the name George Feagen of 
“Annville Township.” 


Again, according to Dr. Egle, page 219, the oldest house in 
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Campbelltown was the building where the first store and tavern 
were kept. A Mr. Houtz kept it first, followed successively Ly 
Swar, Harmon, Benjamen Hocker and for a period of-thirty 
years John Deininger. None of these names appear on the 
license list but Peter Jontz is included as an old name on the 
1796 list for Campbelltown, Frederick Wolfersberger and Dan- 


iel Harmon are on the 1795 list but no residence -given. 


I have searched in vain for any record of the taverns of 
Jonestown. The following items have been contributed to this 
paper by Mayor Wm. L. Brunner, a native of Jonestown. Mayor 
Brunner’s maternal grandfather kept the White Horse Hotel 
located at Broad and Market Streefs. This old-building is now 
occupied by Thomas M. Bross, a grandson of the late Mr. 
Lesher, who conducts a fine inn. At this old hotel many cattle 
and horse sales were held, which were attended by farmers and 
buyers from this and adjacent counties. The date on the build- 


‘ing is 1788. 


» 
Another old tavern still standing at Jonestown is the Buck 
Hotel located on Main Street at the entrance to the old town 
Square, and this is still in use as a hotel. The date on this 


hotel is 1804. a : 


Another large hotel-was the Heilman House at the corner of 
Main and Lancaster Streets, now owned by Harry Reed, a bar- 
ber. In this building the Jonestown Bank has been located for 


more than a half century. It was rebuilt in 1862 after a disas- 
trous fire. 


Old Mrs. Peters at one time conducted a saloon on Main 


Street where lager beer and pretzels were sold. 


Besides these three hotels and the saloon there were two 
hotels across the Big Swatara Creek which divides the Boro 


from Union Township. 


And last of all we have the old taverns of Lebanon, or Steitz- = 
town. In his “History of Eighth Street,” Dr. Schmauk states | 
that “The Buck” was the most prominent hotel in Lebanon, It 
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occupied the half block between Cumberland Street and Wal- 
nut Alley on the east side of Eighth Street. Between the hotel 
and Walnut alley were the hotel stables, separated from the 
hotel by an open roadway leading into a hollow square or court 
yard, paved with round cobble stones, into which the stables 
opened. It was from the depth of this court yard that the pic- 
ture of Eighth Street in the forties was taken. The streets back 
of the photographer were crowded with people, anxious to see 
the picture! A large sign displaying a painted buck was sus- 
pended diagonally above the side walk, on a level with the top 
of the second story window. The side porch had two steps and 
a double railing at each end of the porch. The Buck Hotel was 
the headquarters of Republican politicians as the Eagle Hotel 
was 'for*the*Democrats. *The Buck was kept by old Joseph 
Reinhard for forty-five years. At his death it was run by Wil- 
liam B. Reinhard, George J. Reinhard, Henry D. Carmany, Ed- 
ward Krall, Edward Boltz, George Imboden, D. Walmer, D. 
Speck, A. G. Bowman and Thomas Stains, successively. The 
stage-coach stopped at the Buck Hotel, and persons wishing to 
go either to Harrisburg or Philadelphia went there early in the 
morning to wait for the stage. Mrs: Dan Sharp, who was a 
Reinhard, says she often heard her mother scold about having 
to serve breakfast any time of the night that travellers hap- 


pened in. 


When the stables were torn down, brick houses were erected. 
Then Charles Brotherline Buile the Keystone Hotel. L. cs 
Weimer bought it from John George in 1868 and transferred it 
to John Weimer who sold it to John Brooks. When Brooks 
died in 1876 David Behney conducted the house, until it was 
sold to Daniel Walmer who sold it to John Bollman. 


Mrs. Sharpe says her family often spoke of a visit of Presi- 
dent Washington to the Buck Hotel, and several of the books 


menfned a visit there of Wm. Henry Harrison on his presi- 


dential campaign tour. 


The Black Bear Hotel was located wheré the Hotel Walton 


is now. This ground lot was first owned by Christian Ramler, 
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then by a Mr. Bomberger who sold to a Mr. Kreider. He sold 
to Mr. Karmany and he to Mr. Dawson Coleman. Joseph 
Shantz, ex-sheriff, kept this place later and called it the City 
Hotet. 


On the north west corner of Eighth and Chestnut nibeses old 
sracl Karch’s father kept a kozcl. 


Ac Eighth and Scull Streets stood an old log building which 
was the property of Mr. Anthony Seibert who bought it from 
Louisa Fisher. This was used as a saloon as early as 1856. 


The Lebanon Valley House on the ngtth east corner, and the 
United States Hotel on the north west corner of Eighth and 
Scull Streets were built shortly after the construction of the 
Reading Railroad. The Valley House was built by Charles W. 
Kuhnle in 1857. 


The Eagle Hotel has quite a history. It was originally the 
property of Christian Weyman who transferred it to John Cas- 
per Stoever. John Casper Stoever was the pioneer Lutheran 
minister of the Lebanon Valley and the license lists of 1787 and 
1788 carries the name of his son, Casper Stoever! He in turn 
willed it to his son, John Frederick Stoever. The old Stiegel 
organ was in that house of Christian Wegman, but was later 
transferred to the John Stoever house at Sunny Side, where it 
is now the property of Mr. and Miss Heilman. This old house 
at Sunny Side was at one time run as a tavern by the John Stoe- 


ver whose name appears on the license list of 1799. 


Frederick Stoever who inherited from his father, John Cas- 
per Stoever, the property which is now known as the Hotel 
Weimer, conducted a store there. His name appears on the 
1797 license list. Here he carried on. for some time the office 


of Squire. This tavern was transferred to Peter Leinaweaver, 
whose name appears on the 1800 list. He was the third Ameri- 


can by that name. More of the old time visitors stopped at 
the Eagle than at any other hotel in the town. 


In Volume 2 No. 8 of this society’s papers presented April 
17, 1903, Hon. Theodore B. Klein in his paper “State Roads 
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and Highways in Eastern Penna. and Lebanon County” gives 


this interesting statement: 


About seven o'clock in the morning from Colder’s Stables at 
Harrisburg, the lively team of four horses attached to the mail 
and passenger coach, got the mail from the Post Office on Mar- 
ket Street, gathered up passengers at the prominent hotels on 
Market Street and continued its journey into the Lebanon Val- 
ley. At Palmyra, a relay of horses was made, and about noon 
Lebanon was reached, where a reception committee was usually 
in attendance, to meet coming friends or speed parting guests, 
but most of all to get the news. Around election time the 
crowd was unusually large. Any interesting news received by an 


‘adividual was announced from a chair in the bar room. 


Dr. S. P. Heilman in his paper “A Story of the Beginnings - 
and First Thing in Lebanon County” an that the Eagle Hotel 
wast buile@unero2ies thateits earliest name=was the ‘Cross and 
Keys” and its first landlord Joseph Huber. The hotel fronted 
on Ninth Street and extended as far south as the present ladies’ 


entrance. 


The Daily Times of February 6, 1899, in its column, “Recol- 
lections of.Lebanon, in.184) 4 says that in 1350 the North Leba- © 
non House, then known as Zeller’s was the only business place 
on North Ninth Street and what is now known as Liberty 
Square had ner.a cingle,house. The Mansion House was built 


by Conrad Bergner a few years later. 


In this same column, dated March 10, 1899, mention is made 


_ of Michael’s Beer and Cake shop, near the opera house, a place 


to draw young folks on holidays or on Saturday nights. That 
same column tells that in those days there were seven baby car- 
riages in town. The old distillery on Maple Street west of Tenth 
Qitreet was first owned by John Light, a Mennonite, who opened 
his house ‘for religious services. It served as a fortification 
against the Indians, and at one time sixty families took refuge 
there. As early as 1740 it was known as the Light Fort. It has 
a deep, arched cellar. In a newspaper clipping in Mr. Henry S. 
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Heilman’s scrap book it is stated that Jimmy Quinn, the first 
person convicted of murder in Lebanon, got his whiskey at this 
_old distillery and in a drunken rage murdered his wife> But 
according to Dr. S. P. Heilman’s account, Jimmy kept.a grog 
shop of his own right near the Baisin of the old Canal. His 
place being known as Quinn’s Shanty. This murder occurred 
May 25, 1826, and Quinn was hanged February 9, 1827. 


On Cumberland Street directly opposite from the Moose 
Home was the public house of Abraham Doetler, where law- 
yers from other counties usually stopped. According to Dr. 
Croll, Mr. James Buchanan, on ong occasion while boarding 
there, was taken by the mistress of fre house to view a cheaply 
drawn portrait of her husband. She told Mr. Buchanan of the 
different steps in her husband’s self-made successful career, and 
admonished the young man to be good and self reliant, so that 
_ some day he might be as brilliant and successful as her husband. 


On the south west torner of 10th (formerly Mulberry) and 
Cumberland Streets is the Farmer’s Hotel building, now used 
as an apartment house. It was buile by Jacob Voght (Fochr) 
about 1760. He was the great-grandfather of the late Mrs. 
John Reinoehl. 7 - 


This was lot No. 114, leased 1 by George Steitz to Christopher 
Gish, May 9th, 1759. “In June, 1759, it was transferred to Jacob 
Voght. He built the Swan Hotel. While Voght lived there, 
George Steitz offered a free lot to the first child born in Leba- 
non. Lot No. 115, the. only free lot in uate was given by 
Steitz to Eve Voght, daughter of Jacob. 


The counter part of the deed for lot 114 is in the posséssion 
of the Heilmans at Sunny Side. The line of owners is as fol- 
lows: Christopher Gish, Jacob Voght, Henry Kline, John 
Dubbs, Peter Wentling, Jacob Moyer, Dan Rowman: Henry 


Bowman. 


Ground rent was paid on this lot until. 1881. The last hotel 
keeper in this tavern was John H. Brighebill. Grandfather 
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Heilman told a story of the strange murder of a traveller, and 


the disappearance of his money from this horel. 


The Daily Times of Jan. 27, 1899, in its “Recollection of 
1845” states that the White Horse Hotel was kept by Peter 
Shindel. This old hotel building was replaced by a home built 
by Wm. Moyer, an uncle of Mr. Grif Hynicka’s, and afterward 
was the home of Mrs. John A. Weimer, and her son, Mr. Walter 
Weimer. It was located at 724 Cumberland Street. The Widow 
Shindle kept a tavern at 744 Cumberland Street. 


On the north east corner of 9th and Chestnut Streets was the 
old Zimmerman Hotel. This was laid out on the same plan as 
the Old Buck Hotel, with stables opening on-a court yard. 
These stables burned in 1862 and that was the last big fire which 
was fought by a bucket brigade. «In 1863 the Perseverance Fire 


Co. bought their first steam engine. 


Purposely I have left until laste the Old American House, be- 
cause it typifies the history of our old time taverns. It is built 
of lime stone, with two front doors and two old fashioned name 


stones on the front, bearing these inscriptions: 


Gott segne dises 
Haus und alles was 
Da geht ein und aus. 
Caspar & Sawina 
Schnebely A. D. 1771 


Maurer In Lebanon 


Heinrich Rewale 1771 
(Maurer meaning the “builder” or stone Mason). 
This is still run on the oldtime plan of serving good food, 


and every week the local newspapers carry an advertisement of 


the Sunday dinner to be served there. 


It would be a wonderful thing Cee iealditimentivern oonlti 


a 


become the property of the Lebanon County Historical Society 
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198.LEBANON COUNJY_HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


and provide an historical setting for our “Historical Posses- 


2 »”? 
slons: 


NOTE.—My hearty thanks are accorded to Prof. H. H. Shenk of the 


State Library; Miss Elizabeth Heilman of Sunny Side, Miss Florence 
Skelton of Jonestown, Mayor Wm. L. Brunner and Miss Mary Roedel 
of Lebanon for their kindness in making available otherwise unobtain-~ 
able records, and to my dear Father for many of the interesting items he 
contributed. 


(Mrs. Clarence R.) Priscilla Stanley Fox. 
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